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Abstract

Ethical Beliefs between Kin in East-Asian Confucianism
— A Study on the Discussion Regarding “mutual concealment of
offenses among kin" (BEEIAHES)

Jin, Pei—yi"

This study aims to revisit the ethical and moral values of ‘mutual
concealment of offenses among kin" (BU#IfHIE) in order to examine whether
the ethical standards and value of Confucianism (i) can still be applicable
to modern times. The criminal code of Korea and Japan still acknowledges the
ethical value of mutual concealment of offenses among kin. The fact that the
laws of East Asian society have accepted this principle as an ethical standard
proves that its ethical value still holds true. Given that Western laws also
recognize the ethical value of mutual concealment of offenses among kin, we
can see that this Confucian value is universally acceptable.

Moreover, I found that previous studies did not consider the perspectives
of Korean and Japanese Confucian scholars in the past related to ‘mutual
concealment of offenses among kin' in Confucianism. Therefore, I examined
the stances taken by old East Asian Confucian scholars outside China to
discuss their justification of the ethical standard of mutual concealment of
offenses among kin in Confucianism through the understanding and
explanation of Japanese Confucian scholars in the Edo period and Korean
Confucian scholars in the Joseon period.

Through the above considerations, this study found that the moral value
of mutual concealment in Confucianism was part of a ‘moral conscience

against maintaining false moral and unjust systems that disdained a type of
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human nature that had become corrupt by the abuse of moral standards and
national authority. When faced with oppressive authority that was dominated
by rigid dogma (41%), "mutual concealment of offenses among kin" made
efforts toward realizing a "dogma of morality based on one's own moral beliefs.
For this reason, the act of opposing the forceful imposition of a single moral
value or establishment of specific laws against human nature, based on the
moral perspective, beliefs, and religious perspectives of individuals, was
actually able to secure pluralistic moral values more effectively, and was also
able to connect morals with laws. Ultimately, the rule of law not only aims to
maintain social order but also maintain moral and ethical standards that have
a certain practical value. I believe this is the implication to be drawn from the
discussion on the value of Confucian ‘mutual concealment of offenses among
kin" in modern times.

I hope that the discussions in this study can illuminate an aspect of the
ethical beliefs between kin in East-Asian Confucianism. Furthermore, I hope
this study effectively implements the two sayings ‘Borrowing from the past to
prove the present’ (fi#i%4) and "A stone from other hills may serves to
polish the jade of this one (fBILIZAFLIKE).

Key Words

Japanese Confucian Scholars in the Edo Period, Korean Confucian Scholars in
the Joseon Period, mutual concealment of offenses among kin CGHEHHIE),
ethical beliefs between kin CGHIF{fFRED, accusing his father (of his errors)
through his righteousness (JE4734)
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