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Abstract

A Study on Color in the "Shi-jing GH&);
Park, Sun-Cheol”~ & Zhang, HaoZhe ™

This study is an in-depth examination of the metaphors and symbolism of
color as they appear in the "Shi-jing (F%#f%)s. Rather than simply analyzing
the surface-level metaphors and symbolism of color, this research investigates
the underlying principles and methods. This aspect has not been concretely
analyzed or studied in prior scholarship, making it an underexplored area.
The research method involves selecting and analyzing color-related content
from among the 305 poems of the Shijing, with poetry related to clothing
being the most frequently analyzed. In addition, contemporaneous texts — the
Sanli (=%, the Shangshu (%), and the Zhouyi (J§%) — were referenced
to provide a deeper analysis of the poems  content.

Through this research, it is found that the color-pairing principles of the
Shijing predate the Yin-Yang Five Phases (&FFAT) color-pairing principles
established in the late Warring States period and early Han dynasty, thus
playing a precursory role. The specific principles are as follows: first, the
hierarchical structure of the Five Phases (F.1T)-seasons-political order ({7
#5): second, the hierarchical distinction between primary colors (iEff) and
intermediate colors (ff}f&); third, the correspondence between heaven and
earth reflected in upper and lower garments (3 T%%); and fourth, the shift
in color according to auspiciousness or inauspiciousness (X)), distinguishing

auspicious dress (%MR) from mourning dress (XIf) by the contrast of black

* (First Author) Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
Jeonbuk National University / E-mail: unshan@hanmail.net

** (Second Author) Ph. D. Student, Department of Chinese Language and
Literature, Jeonbuk National University / E-mail: zhanghaozhe0515@163.com



and white (Z&H).

Key Words

shijing, Color/Hue, Yin-Yang Five Phases, Primary Colors, Intermediate
Colors, Green Garment, Black Garment, Black and White
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