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Abstract

Gentry Politics and Interpretations of ‘Correcting Thought
(1E.0»)" in the Joseon Period

Kang, Ji-eun*

In the early 20th century, public opinion in Korea tended to point out that
the main cause of the loss of national rights is the Confucian class, including
non-government figure, who read the Confucian classics, rather than asking
the king and the bureaucracy who were in charge of national affairs. What
made Confucian feel that they were responsible for the country's
colonialization? Among the recommendation submitted by Confucian scholars,
the following answers can be found from the ‘Correcting Thought', which is one
of the seven items of Daxue, and recommend the king ‘Correcting Thought as
a self-discipline. The statement calling for ‘Correcting Thought of the king can
be interpreted as a presentation of the division of roles between the King and
the Confucians. In their scheme, the king must listen to their opinions, reflect
on himself, and accept their views. The ‘Correcting Thought theory of Joseon
Confucian scholars, including non-government figure demand that the king
accept Confucian's advice open-mindedly and give energetic co-operation in

governing the country.
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