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Abstract

Study of Jia Gongyan's Commentaries of Yili

Peng, Lin"

Yili is the original classic of etiquette, one of the Five Classics of the
Western Han Dynasty. However, its sentence is ancient and difficult to read
and understand. Jia Gongyan is a famous etiquette expert in Tang Dynasty.
He wrote the Commentaries of ¥7/7, make the scriptures accessible without
falling and the meaning of the scriptures is clear, may be called a hero of the
Rites classic. However, the study of Yi// has long been declining, and
academic circles have paid little attention to Jia Gongyan's commentaries. His
book does not reveal itself for thousands of years, it is regrettable. In view of
this, this study specifically analyzes the characteristics and past evaluation of
specific examples of Jia Gongyan's commentaries of YiZ/. And provide academia
with a chance to re-understand the commentaries of Y7/ This article mainly
discusses four aspects.

About the criticism and praise of Jia Gongyan's commentaries of Yi/i: Jia
Gongyan wrote two books: commentaries of Yili and commentaries of Zhoull.
However, the commentaries of Zhouli have been well received by academics,
and commentaries of Yili has both criticism and praise. This study analyzes
the validity of their comments one by one with respect to their comments.

About the section “Sections and Drawings Yi/ is different from other
classics in that its ceremonies are self-consistent and rich in content.
Sectioning and drawing are the academic skills that annotators must have,
which is what Jia Gongyan excels at. It can be found from Jia Gongyan's
commentaries that his analysis of the ritual and refining its subject matter

has involved seventeen chapters of Y7/i. The separation and summary of Yi//
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recorded in Zhu Xi's Yili Jingzhuan Tongjie is different from Jia Gongyan's
commentaries. However, in general, there is no essential difference.

About the section “Explain the main points of this book and draft a writing
style: Jia Gongyan's annotated scriptures and annotations have more
examples than Zheng Kangcheng, and the scope are wider. There are eight
places where Jia Gongyan's commentaries explicitly put forward the “general
rules of rites’. This is Jia's invention. Ling Tingkan's LiJing Shili is all
adopted. Jia's excavation of the etiquette reached the subtle stubs, and he
spared no effort. The network connection inside Y7/i appears.

About the section “Comply with and violate Zheng Xuan's comments':
Zheng Xuan was the first person to fully explain Y7//. Zheng's comments are
an indispensable method to interpret Yi/i Jia Gongyan's commentaries in
addition to annotating the scriptures, also needs to interpret Zheng's
annotations. It sometimes adheres to Zhengs annotations and sometimes
violates it. He never echoes, has his own unique point of view.

The commentaries of Yili is quaint and stale, esoteric and
incomprehensible. Some critics have not read it carefully, only based on the
impression. However, Chen Li, Huang Kan, and others highly praised it. Both
of them are masters of the study of ¥iZs, and their words are honest, credible
and well-founded. Therefore, the value of the commentaries of Yili should be

reconsidered in the academic circles.

Key Words
Jia Gongyan's commentaries of Yili, sections of Yili, drawings, explain the main
points of this book and draft a writing style, comply with and violate Zheng

Xuan's comments.
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