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Abstract

Okg-ye Roh Jin's Life and Academic Thoughts

Kim, Tae-Wan "

Okg-ye Roh Jin is a representative civil servant official of the early Joseon
Dynasty and is called Myeongsin. Although he did not leave a significant
historical mark in politics, culture, or academic circles, he was recognized as
a very moderate and reasonable figure at the time. His life was unfortunate,
as he lost his father when he was young, his brother, and many of his
children died young until he reached adulthood. As a result, he treated his
widowed mother with utmost sincerity, and filial piety became an image that
symbolized his life. It has been done. This unfortunate world of life can be
seen as playing a decisive role in shaping his life and worldview, in which he
faithfully fulfilled his role as a moderate and rational bureaucrat, did not
overdo himself, cared for his elderly mother dearly, and lived the given life
comfortably.

As an intellectual of the nobility of the local village, Roh Jin learned basic
academics, passed the Saengwonsi exam, and studied abroad at
Sungkyunkwan, where he honed his academic skills by associating widely with
famous figures of the time. After he entered the civil service and became a
government official, he remained faithful to his duties as a typical
scholar-official. However, rather than being interested in personal
achievements such as cultivating academics and cultivating one's mind, he
focused on the administration and edification of the local community,
improving customs, and improving the discipline, order, and cultural level of

the local community. As a Neo-Confucian scholar, Roh Jin debated with

* Special Researcher, Institute of Honam Studies, Chonnam National
University / E-mail: youngok0215@hanmail.net
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scholars of his time about the major problems of Neo-Confucianism, such as
the Study Things to Acquire Knowledge(&¥E), the debate of Human Mind
And Moral Mind NSE/LY), and as a government official, he presented
reformative and moderate solutions to the land system and corruption from his
own realistic perspective.

He was a sincere, moderate and reasonable administrator, and a local
official who loved his country and people. The image cast of him, both in his
time and today, is that of an extremely dutiful and gentle scholar and
bureaucrat. We can probably guess why he lived this kind of life. During his
childhood, he experienced the absence of his father, who was an axis of his
life, and was treated as a misfortune on several occasions, although it cannot
be said to be very unusual at the time. His entire life corresponds to the
middle period, but in fact, he was supported by his elderly mother and
followed his life, entrusted to him from his youth. Due to the pain of existence
that plagued him throughout his life, it was difficult for him to take an
enterprising, combative, controversial, or innovative attitude. Due to the
relative lack of primary texts, it is difficult to accurately reveal the full extent
of his academic and governance thoughts. Therefore, rather than being one of
the moral Neo-ConficianistsGEE)of the mid-Joseon Dynasty, he can be
defined as a person who played a certain role in the advancement of the
Sarim faction during the reign of King Myeongjong and King Seonjo, when
politics were being reorganized into Sarimrled politics, and who had the

identity of the Sarim faction himself.
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