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Abstract

The Poetry Manuscripts of Maehon Yun Bong-gil and
the Reception of Classical Learning in His Letters

Kim, Gi-yeop"

This study examines the literary texts and letters of Maeheon Yun
Bong-gil (i 77283, focusing on his handwritten anthologies and literary
works with identifiable authorship, as well as his reception of classical
learning as reflected in his personal correspondence. Although Yun Bong-gil is
widely remembered as a symbol of anti-Japanese resistance through the
Hongkou Park Incident in Shanghai in 1932, research on his early literary
formation and educational background remains limited. To address this gap,
the study explores the significance of Yun's transcription and composition of
classical prose and poetry, drawing upon primary sources such as Hansijip(Z
), Imchu(THE), Myeongchu(WaHE), Okta(TME), as well as Yeomnak(lfeis)
and Sunundaepyeon({FEXI).

Imchu was compiled in 1922 during Yun's studies at Ochiseosuk(Flss
7). Many of the poems in this anthology are the works of an elderly scholar
who urged diligence in study, and they are closely associated with Yun's
teacher, Seong Ju-rok (BUE$%). This suggests that Yun's transcription of these
poems reflected a conscious effort to emulate the stylistic features and literary
spirit of his teacher. Similarly, Okta contains the writings of local literati,
indicating Yun's immersion in a literary community and his engagement with

traditional poetic discourse.

* Assistant Professor, Department of Korean Language and Literature,
Kwangwoon University. / sinchay@hanmail.net
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Yeomnak and Sunundaepyeon are manuscripts comprising the poetry and
letters of Song-dynasty Neo-Confucian scholars. These served not only as
exercises in classical prose and letter writing but also as means of cultivating
Confucian linguistic sensibility. On this classical foundation, Yun composed
letters between 1930 and 1932 that expressed a modern self-awareness and
national consciousness through refined language. His six extant letters,
written in a mixed style of classical Chinese and vernacular Korean, combine
traditional rhetorical forms with the emerging modern subjectivity of the time.
They vividly convey Yun's declaration of name change, filial piety, familial
compassion, and resolve for national independence.

This study sheds light on Yun Bong-gil's reception of classical Confucian
culture and literary education, highlighting how these shaped the foundation
of his literary thought. It also explores his ethical and practical commitment
to the ideals of national independence, thereby underscoring the literary

dimension of Yun's revolutionary spirit.

Key Words
Yun Bong-gil, Classical Chinese Poetry, Poetry Manuscript, Letter, Classical

Learning, Independence Movement
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