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Abstract

Royal Interests Reflected in Confucian Classics Related
Examination Topics Issued by the King in Late Joseon:
Focusing on Imperial-Mandated Compositions by Scholars and the
Royally-administered Examination for Chogyemunsin

Yoon, Sun-young"

The present paper expands the scope of previous research on exam
questions issued by the king(f#i#), which has mainly focused on King
Jeongjo's reign, to include the latter period of the Joseon Dynasty. Within this
broader range, the discussion is narrowed to the examination question issued
by the scripture of Chinese classics(f30), with the aim of examining
contemporary issues, the monarch's interests, and scholarly trends.

Although the proportion of topics drawn from the Office of Royal Protocol
is somewhat lower compared to those exam questions set by the examiners (i
B2, they still account for a significant share. In particular, after the
reign of King Sunjo, there was a sharp increase in topics related to Confucian
classics in the special civil service examinations held on seasonal festival
days(fiH %), This appears to be because, from the reign of King Yeongjo
onward, the number of royal examination questions for holidays increased,
expanding the source of topics from primarily historical records () to
include the Office of Royal Protocol.

The royal examination topics drawn from Confucian classics were
well-suited for assessing the academic level of Sungkyunkwan scholars and

other scholars outside the capital who were intensively preparing for the civil

* Researcher professor, Inst. for Sinographic Literatures and Philology, Korea
University. / E-mail: bacaaltto@korea.ac.kr
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service examinations, as well as for encouraging them. However, the pattern
of topic selection varied according to the purpose of the examinations. In the
royally-administered examination(#{i{) targeting the royal-selected young
civil officials ECE) during King Jeongjo's reign, questions that had not
previously been issued were prioritized as a means to correct the lax discipline
of the officials and to improve their scholarly standards. Additionally, when
officials’ writing performance did not meet expectations, these topics were
frequently used as subjects for reexaminations (3i%) to encourage them to
reassess their abilities. In this process, the monarch demonstrated, at times,
both his outstanding scholarly insight as an individual intellectual and his
passionate engagement with academic affairs by reflecting contemporary

scholarly interests in the examination topics.

Key Words

Exam questions issued by the king({f#i#), Civil service examination(FH4),
examination question(i#), scripture of Chinese classics(#32), King Jeongjo
(1E7A), Imperial-Mandated Compositions(ff2E#E®),  Chogyemunsin (royal-

selected young civil officials, ##%3CH), royally-administered examination (%)
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