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Abstract

A Study of Yi Heon-gyeong's Biographical Writing:
Reconfiguring Loyalist Memory after the Musin Rebellion and the
Southern Faction's Consciousness of Writing Lives

Kim, Bo min

This article examines the political and moral crisis faced by the Yeongnam
Namin faction after the Musin Rebellion of 1728 and the process through
which the Namin literary community sought to reorganize the memory of
loyalty in response, focusing on the jeon (biographical writings) of Yi
Heon-gyeong (1719-1791). The Musin Rebellion intensified discourses that
stigmatized Yeongnam as a ‘rebellious region,” resulting not only in the
political marginalization of the Yeongnam Namin but also in serious damage
to the region's moral reputation and Confucian orthodoxy. Under these
circumstances, Namin literati developed a form of writing that aimed to
restore regional moral legitimacy and reconstruct collective memory through
the recording and commemoration of loyal figures.

This study first reviews the political and moral crisis confronting the
Yeongnam Namin after the rebellion, along with King Jeongjo's restoration
policies, and analyzes the literary networks devoted to the commemoration of
loyalty that emerged through exchanges between the Geungi and Yeongnam
Namin. It then surveys the group of jeon works included in the Ganong jip,
demonstrating that Yi Heon-gyeong's biographies consistently focus on loyal
figures from the Yeongnam region and adopt a coherent narrative structure in

which filial piety (hyo) is positioned as the ethical foundation of loyalty

* Korea University, PhD Student / E-mail: equuleus121@korea.ac.kr
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(chung).

Finally, focusing on "Yi Uisa jeon” as a central case study, this article
analyzes how Yi Heon-gyeong models his biographical structure on Sima
Qian's ‘Biography of Bo Yi  and reinterprets the subject's death within that
framework. Through comparison with contemporary accounts of the same
figure, it reveals that Yi Uisa jeon selectively appropriates earlier loyalty
narratives while reconstructing them within a multilayered structure that
incorporates the author's own moral argument.

Through this analysis, the article argues that Yi Heon-gyeong's jeon
literature represents one form of collective memory practice through which the
Namin literary community, in the aftermath of the Musin Rebellion, sought to
reestablish regional moral orthodoxy and political legitimacy by means of

loyalty narratives.

Key Words
Yi Heon-gyeong, biographical literature, Yeongnam Namin, the Musin Rebellion
(1728), and loyalism
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