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Abstract

The Study on the Political Consciousness of the Common
People Appeared in Shing Jing

Park, Sun-chol’

‘Shing Jing is China’s first anthology of verse, which has substantial and
various content. In particular, the ‘15 national style, a gathering of popular
folk songs, contains the voice of the common people at that time which
enables us to see the people’s political and social concepts and living
conditions. Through these poems, we can see the political consciousness and
responses of the common people against the ruling class. The common people
criticized and responded to the ruler's governance if his ruling behaviors
greatly influence them or are directly related to them.

Its contents include the political criticism of the common people toward
the unwisdom of the monarch, the dissipation of the ruler, the cruel
exploitation, the collapse of the family due to the subjugations and the
wanderings, the uneasiness about food, clothing, housing and transportation,
and the mourning of the loss of the country. The fatuity and the decadence of
the ruler and the sorrow of losing country are the public criticism against the
ruler and his ruling behaviors, while the family collapse caused by the war,
the severe extortion and wanting food, clothing, housing and transportation
are the personal criticism against the harms caused by the ruler.

The political correspondence of the ruled can be divided into negative
correspondence and positive correspondence. Negative correspondence is
derived from the submission toward the laws of nature, the conforming

attitudes to fate and rank, and the complacency in given conditions. Even in

* Professor, Jeonbuk National University / E-mail: unshan@hanmail.net
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the face of the fatuous rulers, the common people insist on enduring,
maintaining the status quo, depending on the current system and lacking the
will to criticize reality. This is because in the status-based hierarchical society
relying on the patriarchal system and feudalism (like the Zhou state), it is
not easy for the low-class civilians to actively respond to the political
constraints. Nevertheless, there were some positive responses: escaping and
living in seclusion. These kinds of responses are the manifestation of the
political will of civilians in the limited socio-political circumstances and played
a leading role in the future political challenge of resistance, uprising and even

revolution.

Key Words
‘Shing Jing, ‘15 national style’, the common people, the political consciousness,

escaping and living in seclusion
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