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Abstract

The Purpose and Content Characteristics of Shixubianshuo
GHE#ER), and Its Reception and Utilization
by Joseon Scholars

Yang, Won seok ™

This study aims to elucidate the purpose and content characteristics of
Zhu Xi(&#)'s Shixubianshuo(F#F##i#t), while also examining how scholars of
the Joseon dynasty perceived and utilized the text. Through this, the paper
seeks to determine the status of Shixubianshuo within Zhu Xi's Shijing(F#%)
scholarship, as well as its influence on the intellectual landscape of Joseon
Confucianism.

In the main discussion, an analysis of the preface to Shixubianshuo is
undertaken to clarify the intent and compositional structure of the work. This
is followed by a review of Shixubianshuo's interpretation of the Yinshi(i£#¥),
as classified by Zhu Xi, to identify its distinctive content features.
Subsequently, the study investigates examples of how Joseon scholars cited
and applied Shixubianshuo, exploring the significance of such engagements.

The findings of the study can be summarized as follows. Zhu Xi compiled
Shixubianshuo with the intention of separating the Shixu(7$¥) from the main
text of the Shijing, treating them as distinct records. In doing so, he aimed to
critically examine their merits and demerits, thereby revealing the fallacies

embedded within them. This work clearly articulates Zhu Xi's “anti-Shixu’
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position. A notable structural feature of Shixubianshuo is its explicit
distinction between the Daxu(XF#) and Xiaoxu(/[N¥), which served to
conclude longstanding debates regarding their classification.

In terms of content, Shixubianshuo is marked by three main
characteristics: first, it presents the core ideas of the poems in a concise and
lucid style, with a strong emphasis on the Yinshi theory: second, it offers a
pointed critique of the Shixu theory and the Meici theory (the doctrine of
praise and satire), substantiating these criticisms with detailed reasoning:
and third, it articulates Zhu Xi's perspective on key issues in Shijing
scholarship, especially by providing concrete grounds for his argument
regarding licentious poems.

Among Joseon scholars, Kim Jong-jing(£4F1F), King Jeongjo(iEifl), and
Hong Seok-ju(it#efF) expressed positive evaluations of Shixubianshuo and
emphasized its importance. In contrast, scholars such as Seo Yeong-su(ff%
1%), who placed high value on the Shixu, and Seo Yu-gu(f#H4%), who sought
to reconcile Zhu Xi's Shijing scholarship with the Shixu tradition, were
generally critical of the work. Nevertheless, all these scholars made extensive
use of Shixubianshuo to enhance their understanding of Zhu Xi's Shijing

theory and the individual poetic texts.

Key Words

Zhu Xi(%&#), Shijing Scholarship(F#%£), Shixubianshuo(FFF¥EHR), Joseon
Dynasty, Kim Jong-jeong(4##1L), King Jeongjo(iEiifl), Hong Seok-ju(iaef),
Seo Heong-su(f%(%), Seo Yu-gu(iphiaR)

EEATY: 2026.12.12. AAEEY: 2025.12.15. Al L 2025.12.30.

188 = m 10



