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Abstract

Filial Piety Discussed in Terms of Righteousness:
Characteristics and Modern Value of Dong Zhongshu's
Theory of Filial Piety

Zeng, Zhenyu & He, Jiaying"

Confucius established ‘respect” as the moral basis of filial piety, and then
Zeng 7i explained Confucius thought as “loyal love to respect’. The essence of
‘respect’ is ‘love’. Dong Zhongshu believes that ‘righteousness is the moral
basis of filial piety and the moral constraint on parents and children.If the
parents behavior is not in line with ‘righteousness’, the children’s duty of
filial piety to their parents will no longer exist. Advocating moral rationality
has become a major feature of Dong Zhongshu's theory of filial piety.Dong
Zhongshu's discussion of filial piety in terms of ‘righteousness’ can be
regarded as a Confucian response to the "Question of Jane English’. Dong
Zhongshu demonstrates the legitimacy of “filial piety from the two paths of
cosmology and benevolence theory. He deduced that filial piety belongs to the
earth in the five elements from “Fire Generating earth’, and deduced filial
piety from “Yang energy is benevolent’. The development from the “loyal love’
of Confucius and Zeng Zi to the ‘righteousness” of Dong Zhongshu is not only
the return of “love” emotion, but also the sublimation from blood ethics to

moral philosophy.

* (First Author) Zeng, Zhenyu: Professor, Advanced Institute for Confucian
Studiees, Shandong University

** (Senior Author) He, Jiaying: Postdoctoral, Advanced Institute for Confucian
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