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Abstract

“Intimacy’: A Keyword in Zhu Xi's Method of Reading

Huang, Chun—chieh”

This article discusses an important keyword, that has been ignored by
current scholarship on Song Neo-Confucianism, in Zhu Xi's method of reading,
namely, “intimacy” (Qingie, #¥). I argue that the word “intimacy in Zhu Xi
implied the search for the principle of identity that comprised two dimensions:
(1) identity of self with the Sage, and (2) identity of self with the mind of
heaven through the mind of sage. Through this “identity,” one becomes able to
achieve a ‘reconciliation” with himself, the sages and the Heaven. Zhu Xi
stressed that the mind of the reader is central to the realm of “intimacy” in
reading.

In accord with this principle inherent in Zhu Xi's method of reading, Zhu
Xi urged his pupils to employ the “emic’ approach vis-a-vis “etic’ approach
when reading classics before they became able to attain the realm of
“intimacy.” According to Zhu Xi, the attitude of “sincerity’ (Jing, #%) in reading
was the most important way leading toward the realm of “intimacy.” The
readers in Zhu Xi's method of reading were not merely observers but engaged
participants of Confucian community as the fiduciary community of faith. The
books in Zhu Xi's thought were primarily “sacred books.” Through reading of
the classics as sacred books, one is able to become a sage. The sages,
according to Zhu Xi, was able to enhance themselves from the realm of
“secular’ to the realm of “sacred.” Zhu Xi's method of reading exercised

tremendous impact upon the Confucian scholars in Jeoson Korea and
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